
New Plays for Children
1975-2017

atplay
Findings Report of

PLAYOGRAPHYIreland
& Catalogue of children’s drama repertoire



2

© 2018 Irish Theatre Institute
17 Eustace Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2 
T: +353 (0)1 670 4906  
E: info@irishtheatreinstitute.ie 
irishtheatreinstitute.ie 

Irish Theatre Institute (ITI) is diligent in collating 
information for PLAYOGRAPHYIreland, however errors or 
omissions may occur. ITI welcomes feedback with regard 
to any omissions which might occur in the information 
provided. We are particularly interested to hear from writers 
or other rights holders whom we have not yet tracked. We 
invite readers to contact us with additional information in 
this regard at playography@irishtheatreinstitute.ie.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, or 
otherwise without the permission of the copyright holder.

While Irish Theatre Institute has taken every care in 
collating information for these statistics, it does not assume 
and hereby disclaims any liability to any party for loss or 
damage caused by errors or omissions in this document.



New Plays for 
Children

1975-2017

at play

Findings Report of  

PLAYOGRAPHYIreland
& Catalogue of children’s drama repertoire



4



irishplayography.com 5

AT PLAY: New Plays for Children 1975-2017

Contents

A Definition ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 06

Executive Summary ..................................................................................................................................................... 07

Findings Report .................................................................................................................................................................... 09

Research Parameters ......................................................................................................................................... 19

Catalogue ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 23

Credits ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ 35



6

PLAYOGRAPHYIreland 
...a definition 
PlayographyIreland comprises two comprehensive online searchable 
databases: Irish Playography (all new professionally produced Irish plays written 
in English since the formation of the Abbey, Ireland’s National Theatre, in 1904) 
and Playography na Gaeilge (all new plays written and produced in the Irish 
language since the premiere of Douglas Hyde’s Casadh an tSúgáin in 1901). 

Irish Playography  
Irish Playography contains a comprehensive listing for each new play written 
in English and produced in Ireland, North and South, by professional theatre 
companies, venues, festivals, commercial producers and once-off-producers 
from 1904 to the present. It includes adaptations, translations and new versions. 
The database also includes those plays produced by fringe (unsubsidised) 
companies and by semi-professional organisations, where the work is deemed 
to be of particular significance to the repertoire. The work of significant Irish 
playwrights whose work has been premiered abroad is also included.

For various research reasons it was not deemed possible to include the 
work of amateur companies, community theatre, pageants, readings, semi-
staged productions, pantomimes, plays commissioned but not produced, 
plays published but not produced, revues, cabaret, récitations, sketches, 
performance art, stand-up comedy, non-verbal and puppet shows.

Playography na Gaeilge 
Playography na Gaeilge contains a comprehensive listing for each new play 
written in Irish and produced in Ireland, North and South, by professional theatre 
companies, venues, festivals, commercial producers and once-off producers 
from 1901 to the present. It includes adaptations, translations and new versions. 
The database also includes those plays produced by amateur companies and 
semi-professional organisations where the work is deemed to be of particular 
significance to the repertoire. This database does include pantomimes as they 
are deemed of particular significance to the Irish language repertoire. For various 
research reasons it was not deemed possible to include the work of community 
theatre, pageants, readings, semi-staged productions, plays commissioned but 
not produced, plays published but not produced, revues, cabaret, récitations, 
sketches, performance art, stand-up comedy, non-verbal and puppet shows.
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AT PLAY: New Plays for Children 1975-2017

Executive Summary

At Play focusses on the repertoire of 234 scripted plays for children aged 4-12 
years that premiered in Ireland, North and South, between 1975 and 2017. 
The play information has been collected and collated as part of Irish Theatre 
Institute’s PLAYOGRAPHYIreland project, which commenced in 2001. For a 
full description of the research parameters, please see page 19.

Some key findings are as follows:

•	� 2,569 new Irish play premieres are recorded on PLAYOGRAPHYIreland for 
the period 1975-2017, of which 234 are new plays for children. 

•	� The highest number of new plays for children produced was 16 in 2005 
and the lowest number was 1 new play in both 1986 and 1987. 

•	�O f the 191 single authored plays, 48% are by female authors and 52%  
by male authors.

•	�O f the 209 single director productions 50% are directed by female and 
50% by male directors. 11 directors have worked on 90 plays or 38%  
of the repertoire over the 43 year period. 

•	�L ouis Lovett has the most performer credits, having appeared in 13  
new plays for children. 

•	�O f the 234 new plays for children, 34 (15%) are written in the  
Irish language. 

•	� TEAM Educational Theatre Company (1975-2014) premiered 28 scripted 
plays for children in its 40 years of production followed by Graffiti Theatre 
Company at 26 new plays since its foundation in 1984. 

•	� 76 (32%) new plays premiered in Dublin over the period reflecting the 
number of companies based there.   

•	� 29% of new work for children premiered in school settings.
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Findings Report  
New Plays for 
Children  
1975-2017 
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TOTAL NEW PLAYS AND/OR ADAPTATIONS/TRANSLATIONS 
FOR CHILDREN 1975-2017 = 234

TOTAL NEW PLAYS AND/OR ADAPTATIONS/TRANSLATIONS 
FOR CHILDREN 1975-2017 = 234 

*excluding 43 plays (22 co-authored and 21 devised)

234
By Language

191*
By Playwright 
Gender 

15%
  Irish

85%
 English

52%
 Male

48%
 Female
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9 playwrights with 5 or more new plays  
and/or adaptations/translations for  
children 1975-2017

PLAYWRIGHT ORIGINAL  
PLAYS

ADAPTATIONS/ 
TRANSLATIONS

 TOTAL
   PLAYS*

Maeve Ingoldsby 8 1 9
Kareen Pennefather 7 2 9
Mary Elizabeth Burke-Kennedy 3 5 8
Síle Ní Bhroin - 8 8
Paul Bosco Mc Eneaney 3 3 6
Mike Kenny 5 1 6
Marc Mac Lochlainn 6 - 6
Mary Murphy 3 2 5
Fergus Fay 2 3 5

*excluding co-authored plays
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DIRECTOR NO. OF PLAYS*
Emelie FitzGibbon 20
Philip Hardy 13
Paul Bosco Mc Eneaney 10
Richard Croxford 9
Marc Mac Lochlainn 7
Zoë Seaton 6
Susie Kennedy 5
Síle Ní Bhroin 5
Patrick Sutton 5
Fiona McDonagh 5
Martin Murphy 5

 

*excluding co-directing credits

TOTAL NEW PLAYS AND/OR ADAPTATIONS/TRANSLATIONS 
FOR CHILDREN 1975-2017 = 234 

209*
By Director  
Gender

50%
 Male

50%
 Female

11 Directors with 5 or more directing  
credits for new plays and/or adaptations/
translations for children 1975-2017

*excluding 25 plays (9 co-directed/16 director unknown) 
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ACTOR NO. OF PLAYS
Louis Lovett 13
Hugh Brown 7
Gillian Kelly 6
John Olohan 6
Sean Kearns 5
Niki Doherty 5
Guy Carleton 5
Gerard Walsh 5
Kareen Pennefather 5
Jack Walsh 5

PLAY TITLE CAST SIZE
Banríon Sneachta 30
Magus na Lollipop 29
Barney 17
The Family Hoffman’s Christmas Mystery Palace 16
Manus and the Mighty Dragon 15
The Cats’ Opera 14
Aisling na Gaoithe Móire 14

10 Most frequently appearing actors in  
new plays and/or adaptations/translations  
for children 1975-2017

7 NEW PLAYS AND/OR ADAPTATIONS/TRANSLATIONS WITH 
THE LARGEST CASTS FOR CHILDREN 1975-2017
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Most prolific designers of new plays  
and/or adaptations/translations for  
children 1975-2017  
By Discipline

Costume Designers

Bernie McCoy		  7

Michelle Butler		 6

James Jobson		  5

Carol Betera		  5

Diana Ennis		  5

Lighting Designers

Tony Wakefield	          10

Mark Galione		  9

Conleth White		  6

Jim Daly		  6

Marcus Costello	 5

Sinead McKenna	 5

Set Designers

Carol Betera	           13

James Jobson		  7

Stuart Marshall		 6

Dara McGee		  6

David Craig		  6

Frank Quinn		  6

Olan Wrynn		  6

Sound Designers

Cormac O’Connor (1)  13

Paul Boyd (2)		  8

Carl Kennedy		  7

Conor Mitchell		  6

Jack Cawley		  6
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Theatre companies with 5 or more new plays  
and/or adaptations/translations for  
children 1975-2017

TEAM Educational Theatre Company 		  28 
1975-2014

Graffiti Theatre Company				    26 
founded 1984

Replay Theatre Company 				    20 
founded 1988

The Ark						      19 
founded 1995	

Cahoots NI 					     17 
founded 2001

Barnstorm Theatre Company 			   15 
founded 1991

Abbey Theatre/Amharclann na Mainistreach 	 15 
founded 1904	

Pooka Children’s Theatre 				    10 
1982-1990

Monkeyshine Theatre Company 			     9 
founded 1999

Branar, Téatar do Pháistí 				      7 
founded 2001

Theatre Lovett					       6 
founded 2010

Deilt 						        6 
1983-1990s

Cups and Crowns Educational Theatre Company 	   6 
2004-2014

An Taibhdhearc 					       5 
founded 1928
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Where new plays and/or adaptations/translations 
for children were produced 1975-2017 

29%  
premiered in 
schools
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14
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10
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2
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1
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2

Co. Wexford 

1
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1

Co. Roscommon 

2

Co. Galway 

13

Co. Meath 

1

Co. Kildare 

1

Co. Cavan 

3
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Findings Report  
Research Parameters 

The research in this Findings Report focusses on the 234 new Irish plays  
for children that premiered between 1975 and 2017. The plays included are 
those created for audiences of between 4 and 12 years of age. The 234 new 
plays for children represent 9% of the total playography for the period (2569 
plays), and 75% of the total number of new plays for young audiences for  
the period (312 plays).

Data 
94% of the 234 plays have Cast credits. There were 14 plays for which no 
member of the cast could be identified: Scamallán (Graffiti, 2008), Idir na Línta 
(Branar, 2005), Silly Millie’s Storybook (TEAM, 1996), The Monkey Puzzle Tree 
(TEAM, 1995), Earwigs (TEAM, 1992), Because just Because (TEAM, 1986), 
Two Houses (TEAM, 1984), Once Upon a Snore (Pooka, 1983), Scéal Na 
Gaoithe Móire (Deilt, 1982), Sunflower (TEAM, 1980), Emperor’s New Clothes 
(TEAM, 1978), Only a Story (TEAM, 1977), That’s Mad (TEAM, 1976) and The 
Saga of Snozzles (Project Arts Centre, 1976).  
 
97% of the 234 plays have Production Team credits. There were 7 plays 
for which no member of the production team could be identified: The Frogs 
(Monkeyshine, 2005), Because just Because (TEAM, 1986), Liam na Leisce 
agus Teach na Gaoithe (Deilt, 1985), Two Houses (TEAM, 1984), Sunflower 
(TEAM, 1980), Only a Story (TEAM, 1977) and That’s Mad (TEAM, 1976). 
 
In the event of more than one person with the same name appearing on 
PLAYOGRAPHYIreland, a number is added in brackets after the name to 
differentiate between different people (e.g. Paul Boyd (1) is an actor and Paul 
Boyd (2) is a producer).
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irishplayography.com

Playwrights 
The statistics on Playwrights include writers of original plays and new 
adaptations/translations for children that premiered between 1975 and 2017. 
For adaptations/translations, we have considered the gender of the adaptor/
translator only and not that of the original author. When considering the gender 
of playwrights, the 22 co-authored plays and 21 devised plays produced in this 
period have been excluded from the statistics. 

Directors 
The statistics on Directors include directors of the premiere productions of 
original plays and new adaptations/translations for children between 1975 
and 2017. When considering the gender of directors, the 9 co-directed plays 
produced in this period have been excluded from the statistics. 93% of the 234 
plays have a director credited. There were 16 plays in the period for which a 
director could not be identified: The Magic Bookshop (Monkeyshine, 2015), 
A Christmas Carol (The Ark, 2012), Losha (Monkeyshine, 2011), The Paper 
Princess (Monkeyshine, 2010), The Grandmother (Monkeyshine, 2006), The 
Frogs (Monkeyshine, 2005), An Phortráid (An Taibhdhearc, 2003), Lost Property 
(Monkeyshine, 2001), Pass the Parcel (The Ark, 2001), The Monkey Puzzle Tree 
(TEAM, 1995), Because just Because (TEAM, 1986), Liam na Leisce agus Teach 
na Gaoithe (Deilt, 1985), Two Houses (TEAM, 1984), Sunflower (TEAM, 1980), 
Only a Story (TEAM, 1977) and That’s Mad (TEAM, 1976).

Casts  
The statistics for the most frequently appearing actors include actors who were 
in the premiere productions of original plays and new adaptations/translations for 
children between 1975 and 2017. The statistics for the largest casts include the 
original plays and new adaptations/translations for children between 1975 and 
2017 with the largest number of actors in the premiere production.



22

Designers 
The statistics on Designers include designers of the premiere productions of 
original plays and new adaptations/translations for children between 1975 
and 2017. For this research four major design categories are considered: Set, 
Costume, Lighting and Sound. In the event of a person designing under two 
categories for the same production (e.g. Set & Lighting or Set & Costume), they 
have been counted independently. The credits for sound designers include the 
credits for sound design, composing, and music by.

Production Companies 
The production companies listed are those who premiered 5 or more original 
plays and /or new adaptations/translations for children between 1975 and 
2017. The numbers listed indicate the number of new plays for children 
each company premiered within the time period. Most companies have an 
additional body of work that might include any of the following: new plays for 
a general audience, new plays for teenagers, new plays for children under 4, 
puppet theatre, non-verbal theatre, new productions of existing plays, revivals 
and touring productions. See www.irishplayography.com for further information 
and, where possible, links to companies’ websites.   

Geographic Locations 
The map charts the location of the premiere productions of original plays and 
new adaptations/translations for children that premiered between 1975 and 
2017. 67 plays (29% of the total 234) premiered as part of a tour to schools. 
1 play for children produced during this period premiered in the UK: Roald 
Dahl’s The Twits by Enda Walsh (The Royal Court Theatre, 2015). Of the 234 
plays for children that premiered between 1975 and 2017, there are 5 plays 
for which the location of the premiere production has not been identified: The 
Frogs (Monkeyshine, 2005), The Travelling Teller (Cahoots NI, 2005), The Magic 
Hat (Cahoots NI, 2004), Lost Property (Monkeyshine, 2001) and Somewhere 
Between Frogs and Princes (Moving Theatre, 1981).    
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